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1 . FONOFF HAS TOLD US THAT THE NORTH VIETNAMESE HAVE 
CANCELLED THE MEETING IN PARIS ON FEBRUARY 4 AT WHICH 
THEY AND THE PRG PROPOSED TO CONTINUE THEIR NEGOTIATIONS 
ON THE ESTABLISHMENT OP DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS. THE 
PONOFP IS NOT CLEAR ABOUT THE REASONS POR THE NORTH 
VIETNAMESE’ ACTION BUT SPECULATES THAT IT MAY BE RELATED 
TO A CURRENT EPPORT ON HANOI'S PART TO UPGRADE ITS 
RELATIONS WITH THE BENELUX COUNTRIES BEPORE PROCEEDING 
ANY FURTHER IN THE DIFPICULT TALKS WITH BONN. 

2. AT THEIR LAST MEETING IN DECEMBER, THE NORTH VIETNA- 
MESE HAD APPEARED TO ESTABLISH A CONNECTION BETWEEN 
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WILLINGNESS TO DISCUSS THE PARIS AGREEMENT (READ STATUS 
OE PRG). THE ERG APPROACH TO DEALING WITH THIS PROBLEM 
HAD NOT BEEN FULLY WORKED OUT AT THE TIME THE NORTH 
VIETNAMESE CANCELLATION WAS RECEIVED. BASICALLY, THE 
LINE WHICH SEA DIRECTOR BERENDONCK HAS PROPOSED, AND 
WHICH HE EXPECTS WILL BE APPROVED, IS THAT THE ERG 
DELEGATION CANNOT REEUSE TO LISTEN TO WHAT THE NORTH 
VIETNAMESE HAVE TO SAY ABOUT THE PARIS AGREEMENT BUT 
THAT THEY MUST AT THE SAME TIME MAKE CLEAR TO THE NORTH 
VIETNAMESE THAT NO PARALLEL CAN BE DRAWN BETWEEN BONN'S 
RELATIONSHIP TO BERLIN AND HANOI'S TO THE PRG. IN THE 
GERMAN VIEW, BONN'S RIGHT TO REPRESENT BERLIN IS A LEGAL 
MATTER, SECURED UNDER INTERNATIONAL LAW. HANOI'S RELA- 
TIONSHIP TO THE PRG, ON THE OTHER HAND IS A POLITICAL 
MATTER WHICH DOES NOT PROPERLY BELONG IN THE SPHERE OE 
WEST GERMAN-NORTH VIETNAMESE BILATERAL RELATIONS. 

3. THE ERG ATTITUDE TOWARD THE PRG APPEARS TO US TO BE 
ENTIRELY FIRM. THE FONOFF HAS MADE CLEAR THAT IT WILL 
CONTINUE TO VOTE AGAINST PRG PARTICIPATION IN INTERNA- 
TIONAL CONFERENCES AND/OR MEMBERSHIP IN INTERNATIONAL 
ORGANIZATIONS AT WHATEVER LEVEL. THIS HOLDS TRUE, IN 
PARTICULAR, FOR THE FORTHCOMING SESSION OF THE CONFER- 
ENCE ON THE LAW OF WAR AND FOR THE PRO'S EFFORTS TO 
OBTAIN OBSERVER STATUS AT THE 7TH CONGRESS OF THE WORLD 
METEOROLOGICAL ORGANIZATION. BERENDONCK HAS TOLD US 
THAT THE NORTH VIETNAMESE RECENTLY HINTED TO THE GERMANS 
IN PARIS THAT A 'NON-HOSTILE ATTITUDE' ON THE PART OF 
THE ERG TOWARD THESE EFFORTS OF THE PRG COULD HAVE A 
FAVORABLE INFLUENCE ON THE FUTURE COURSE OF THEIR 
BILATERAL NEGOTIATIONS. THE ERG, BERENDONCK SAYS, IS IN 
NO HURRY TO ESTABLISH RELATIONS WITH NORTH VIETNAM AND 
IS NOT IN THE LEAST TEMPTED BY THIS BAIT. 
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